Hi! My Name is Nathan McGuire. | am 14 years old right now but on March 23, | will be 15. | am in year 9
at high school and am a very theatrical person. | live with my family on the Gold Coast in Queensland,
Australia. We have 2 dogs, both quite large and are fun. | have, what many people call, a horrible sense in
music. | read often and am learning Danish. This letter has gone through Google Translate, as | am still at
beginner level in Danish. | am a true Australian and have eaten enough meat pies to prove it. I've always

been creative, writing and acting.

My family are a mixed bag of autism, insanity, and love mixed into one. My brother and Father are autistic.
Matty, my big brother, is in his final year at school. My dad is a chef and often works away from home deep
in the outback. Life is not always easy when half your family think very differently to me. My mother is a
teacher and we go on walks together with the dogs. | moved from Tasmania (a state of Australia) in 2020 to
the Gold Coast where the weather is hot and humid during the summer and bushfires, flooding and
cyclones are common. Life has changed a bit since we moved. | lived in an apartment for about six months
when we first moved. Before that | always lived in large homes. Living in apartment with only a small
amount of space and no backyard was an experience. It was odd being always less than 10 meters away
from my parents. | constantly had to change and adapt, and | did it, as always, in style. | then moved to my
current home which is on 2 acres with a pool and palm trees and | have started to walk to school which is

just down the hill.

When | was in primary school in Tasmania, | was a solid ‘C’ in all subjects, but in year 6, the year | moved to
Gold Coast, | immediately shot up to being a person of high responsibility! | was the student council
president and after a school leader got fired for getting in a fight, they gave me that job as well. | was well
liked, | spent my time helping others, and when speaking on a stage, | almost always went off script. | just
like making people’s days better. | go to Helensvale State high School and have been there since year 7. My
grades have improved, and | have grown more confident. When | am invested in something, | work myself
hard. | will spend hours writing, working. Highschool has made me more laidback and choosier as to what |
spend time on, like this! | am consistently improving on myself. A typical school day for me would be | get

up at 7:30 am, get dressed into my school uniform and then walk to school which starts at 8:40 am. There



are 3 classes until 11:20 am and the break for 35 minutes where we eat and just relax with friends. Another
class and then second break at 1:15 pm for 25 minutes. A last class for 70 minutes and then school ends at
2:55 pm. After school take my dog for a walk, do my chores, homework and then read, play games, watch

tv or just chill listening to music or talking to friends.

My extended family live in Tasmania. This included my grandmother, my two aunts, my two uncles, and
four children. My dad’s parents died before | was born and my grandfather passed away last year. Tasmania
has a climate like Denmark, except it is a little bit warmer with a lot less snow. | enjoyed playing with my
younger cousins, even though they jumped all over me. They were fun. After moving away, I've learnt that

what | want to do with my life is to become be an early childhood teacher.

Both our dogs are quite large. My mum has a greyhound called Jolteon and | have a labrador and
bloodhound mix called Cassy. They are insane dogs, and they love to run and play. | love all my family, (even

the annoying ones) with almost all my heart. Just a little bit of my heart is just for drama.

The performing arts, theatre, drama, are all things that | just adore. In high school, | am part of an academy
specialty program for drama. It’s a large part of my life. | can be loud, act and be the centre of attention as
well as just have fun! | always have loved it, though | do not want to be an actor. If | were to do anything
with acting, | would become a drama teacher. Becoming a teacher would be my main career goal for the
future, although | have a back up plan of an author or ghost writer, or something to do with writing like a

journalist, or a reporter.

| am looking forward to go on a student exchange for a year. It is a big challenge, and a long time to be away
from my family. | want to learn more about myself and learn a new language, experience new culture, new
school, new environment and new people. | love to explore and experience new things, so living in with a

host family, different ideas, and experiencing a different lifestyle would be incredible.

| look forward meeting you soon!

Nathan McGuire



Hej! Mit navn er Nathan McGuire. Jeg er 14 ar lige nu, men den 23. marts bliver jeg 15. Jeg gar i 9. klasse pa
gymnasiet og er en meget teatralsk person. Jeg bor med min familie pa Gold Coast i Queensland,
Australien. Vi har 2 hunde, begge ret store og er sjove. Jeg har, hvad mange mennesker kalder, en
forfaerdelig sans for musik. Jeg leeser ofte og leerer dansk. Dette brev har veeret igennem Google Translate,
da jeg stadig er pa begynderniveau i dansk. Jeg er en aegte australsk og har spist nok kgdtzerter til at bevise

det. Jeg har altid vaeret kreativ, skrevet og skuespillet.

Min familie er en blandet pose autisme, sindssyge og keerlighed blandet i én. Min bror og far er autister.
Matty, min storebror, er i sit sidste ar pa skolen. Min far er kok og arbejder ofte hjemmefra dybt inde i
outbacken. Livet er ikke altid let, nar halvdelen af din familie teenker meget anderledes end mig. Min mor er
leerer, og vi gar ture sammen med hundene. Jeg flyttede fra Tasmanien (en stat i Australien) i 2020 til Gold
Coast, hvor vejret er varmt og fugtigt om sommeren, og bushfires, oversvgmmelser og cykloner er
almindelige. Livet har @ndret sig lidt, siden vi flyttede. Jeg boede i en lejlighed i omkring seks maneder, da
vi fgrst flyttede. For det boede jeg altid i store hjem. At bo i lejlighed med kun en lille maengde plads og
ingen baggard var en oplevelse. Det var maerkeligt altid at veere mindre end 10 meter vaek fra mine
forzeldre. Jeg var konstant ngdt til at @ndre og tilpasse mig, og jeg gjorde det som altid med stil. Derefter
flyttede jeg til mit nuvaerende hjem, som ligger pa 2 hektar med en pool og palmer, og jeg er begyndt at ga i

skole, som ligger lige ned ad bakken.

Da jeg gik i folkeskole i Tasmanien, var jeg et solidt 'C' i alle, men i ar 6, det ar jeg flyttede til Gold Coast,
skad jeg straks op til at vaere en person med hgjt ansvar! Jeg var elevradsformand, og efter at en skoleleder
blev fyret for at komme op at slas, gav de mig ogsa det job. Jeg var vellidt, jeg brugte min tid pa at hjalpe
andre, og nar jeg talte pa en scene, gik jeg naesten altid ud af manuskriptet. Jeg kan bare godt lide at ggre
folks dage bedre. Jeg gar pa Helensvale State High School og har veeret der siden ar 7. Mine karakterer er
blevet bedre, og jeg er blevet mere selvsikker. Nar jeg er investeret i noget, arbejder jeg mig selv hardt. Jeg
vil bruge timer pa at skrive, arbejde. Highschool har gjort mig mere afslappet og kraasen med hensyn til,
hvad jeg bruger tid p3, sadan her! Jeg forbedrer mig hele tiden pa mig selv. En typisk skoledag for mig ville

veere, at jeg star op kl. 7.30, klaeder mig i min skoleuniform og derefter gar i skole, der starter kl. 8.40. Der



er 3 klasser indtil 11:20 og pausen i 35 minutter, hvor vi spiser og bare slapper af med venner. En anden
klasse og derefter anden pause kl. 13:15 i 25 minutter. En sidste klasse i 70 minutter, og derefter slutter
skolen kl. 14.55. Efter skole tager min hund en tur, ggr mine pligter, lektier og derefter laese, spille spil, se tv

eller bare slappe af lytter til musik eller taler med venner.

Min udvidede familie bor i Tasmanien. Dette omfattede min bedstemor, mine to tanter, mine to onkler og
fire bgrn. Min fars foraeldre dgde, f@r jeg blev fgdt, og min bedstefar dgde sidste ar. Tasmanien har et klima
som Danmark, bortset fra at det er lidt varmere med meget mindre sne. Jeg ngd at lege med mine yngre
feetre, selvom de hoppede over mig. De var sjove. Efter at veere flyttet hjemmefra har jeg lzert, at det, jeg vil

med mit liv, er at blive paedagog.

Begge vores hunde er ret store. Min mor har en greyhound kaldet Jolteon, og jeg har en labrador og
blodhund blanding kaldet Cassy. De er sindssyge hunde, og de elsker at |gbe og lege. Jeg elsker hele min

familie, (selv de irriterende) af naesten hele mit hjerte. Bare en lille smule af mit hjerte er kun til drama.

Scenekunst, teater, drama, er alle ting, som jeg bare elsker. | gymnasiet er jeg en del af et akademis
specialprogram for drama. Det er en stor del af mit liv. Jeg kan vaere hgjlydt, handle og vaere centrum for
opmarksomhed samt bare have det sjovt! Jeg har altid elsket det, selvom jeg ikke vil vaere skuespiller. Hvis
jeg skulle ggre noget med skuespil, ville jeg blive dramalaerer. At blive lerer ville vaere mit vigtigste
karrieremal for fremtiden, selvom jeg har en backupplan for en forfatter eller spggelsesforfatter eller noget

at ggre med at skrive som en journalist eller en journalist.

Jeg glaeder mig til at komme pa udveksling i et ar. Det er en stor udfordring, og lang tid at veere veek fra min
familie. Jeg vil lzere mere om mig selv og lzere et nyt sprog, opleve ny kultur, ny skole, nyt miljg og nye
mennesker. Jeg elsker at udforske og opleve nye ting, sa at bo hos en vaertsfamilie, forskellige ideer og

opleve en anden livsstil ville vaere utroligt.

Jeg ser frem til at mgde dig snart!

Nathan McGuire



